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NACAW sponsors an annual awards cere-

mony that honors outstanding Cuban-Amer-
ican leaders, as well as leaders outside of the
community, who have contributed to the ad-
vancement of Hispanics.

In order to maintain the tradition of ‘‘Dia de
los Reyes Magos’’ (‘‘Feast of the Epiphany’’),
NACAW has sponsored a number of toy-col-
lection campaigns for disadvantaged children.

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the National Association of Cuban-American
Women for their contributions to the Cuban-
American community and to the lives of minor-
ity women.
f

PERSONAL STATEMENT

HON. FRANK MASCARA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 31, 2000

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, on October
30, 2000 I was unavoidably absent and
missed rollcall votes Nos. 580–583. For the
record, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on the roll-
call Nos. 580, 581, and 583.

For the record, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on
rollcall vote No. 582, the Rule on S. 2485.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE McINTYRE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 31, 2000

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, on October 28
through October 30, 2000, I was in North
Carolina and was unavoidably absent for roll-
call votes 570 through 581. Had I been
present I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall
votes 570 through 578, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote
579, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall votes 580 and 581.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 31, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on Tues-
day, October 24, 2000 when rollcall vote No.
543 was cast and on Wednesday, October 25,
2000 when rollcall vote No. 551 was cast. I
want the record to show that had I been
present in this chamber at the time these
votes were cast, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on
each of these rollcall votes.
f

REAL CULPRIT IN AIR INDIA
BOMBING IS INDIAN GOVERNMENT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 31, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, we are all
pleased that the Canadian government has
maintained an active investigation of the Air
India bombing in 1985 that killed 329 people.

Terrorism is always unacceptable, and all de-
cent people condemn it.

Thus, I read with interest this past weekend
that Canada had arrested two Sikhs,
Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh
Bagri, for this bombing. Unfortunately, I be-
lieve that these two individuals are being
scapegoated. The book Soft Target, written by
journalists Brian McAndrew of the Toronto
Star and Zuhair Kashmeri of the Tornoto
Globe and Mail, shows that the Indian govern-
ment itself carried out this atrocity.

According to McAndrew and Kashmeri, the
Indian Consul General in Toronto, Mr.
Surinder Malik, pulled his wife and daughter
off the flight shortly before it took off. A friend
of the Consul General who was a car dealer
in Toronto also cancelled his reservation. An
Indian government official named Siddhartha
Singh was also scheduled on the doomed
flight and cancelled. Surinder Malik called the
Canadian authorities about the crime before it
was reported publicly that it had occurred to
try to point them to a Sikh he claimed was on
the passenger list. The pilot of the flight was
a Sikh.

It looks like the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, who made the two arrests this week-
end, were not open to the evidence that the
Indian government was responsible, even
though Canada’s other investigate agency, the
Canadian State Investigative Service, tried to
warn them. Soft Target quotes a CSIS agent
as saying. ‘‘If you really want to clear the inci-
dent quickly, take vans down to the Indian
High Commission and the consulates in To-
ronto and Vancouver, load up everybody and
take them down for questioning. We know it
and they knew it that they are involved.’’

Clearly, the objective was to damage the
Sikh freedom movement and raise the spectre
of ‘‘Sikh terrorism’’ to justify another of India’s
campaigns of violence against the Sikhs.

Mr. Speaker, this is unfortunately not the
only case of Indian state terrorim. The repres-
sion of Christians, which has taken the form of
burning churches, murdering priets, raping
nuns, burning a missionary and his two young
sons to death, and other atrocities, is well
known. In November 1994, the Indian news-
paper The Hitavada reported that the late
Governor of Punjab, Surendra Nath, was paid
over $1.5 billion by the Indian government to
foment state terrorism in Punjab and Kashmir.
In March, during President Clinton’s visit to
India, the government murdered 35 Sikhs in
the village of Chithi Singhpora, Kashmir. Two
independent investigations and an Amnesty
International report have confirmed the gov-
ernment’s responsibility.

Between 1993 and 1994, 50,000 Sikhs were
made to disappear by Indian forces. More
than 250,000 Sikhs have been murdered since
1984. Over 200,000 Christians have been
killed since 1947 and over 70,000 Kashmiri
Muslims have been killed since 1988, as well
as tens of thousands of Dalit ‘‘untouchables,’’
Assamese, Manipuris, Tamils, and others. As
you know, Mr. Speaker, 21 of us wrote a letter
in June calling for India to be declared a ter-
rorist state. These are some reasons why we
said that.

Mr. Speaker, India should be declared a ter-
rorist nation and subjected to the penalties
that status brings. We should cut off our aid to
India until it respects human rights. And Mr.
Speaker, the only way that Sikhs, Christians,
Muslims, and other minorities will ever escape

Indian tyranny is through the democractic right
of self-determination. We should go on record
in support of an internationally-supervised
plebiscite in Punjab, Khalistan, in Nagalim, in
Kashmir, and wherever people in South Asia
are seeking their freedom from this terrorist
government, to resolve their status the demo-
cratic way, by the vote. Democratic states
don’t practice repression and genocide, they
decide issues by voting. Is India a democracy
or not?

The Council of Khalistan has issued a press
release on these arrests. I would like to insert
it into the RECORD for the information of the
American people.

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT ARRESTS INNOCENT SIKHS

EVIDENCE SHOWS INDIAN GOVERNMENT PLANNED, EXE-
CUTED BOMBING OF AIR INDIA FLIGHT 182—PUNISH
THE REAL CULPRITS, NOT THE SCAPEGOATS

WASHINGTON, D.C., October 31, 2000—
Despite strong evidence that the Indian gov-
ernment carried out the bombing of Air India
Flight 182 in 1985, killing 329 people, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) ar-
rested two Sikhs, Ripudaman Singh Malik and
Ajaib Singh Bhagri, in the bombing. Flight 182
was piloted by a Sikh.

‘‘The RCMP has never even considered the
evidence that this bombing was an Indian gov-
ernment operation,’’ said Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan,
the government pro tempore of Khalistan, the
Sikh homeland that declared its independence
from India on October 7, 1987. He noted that
the book Soft Target, written by two Canadian
journalists, proves that the Indian government
carried out the bombing. This finding is con-
firmed by Canadian Member of Parliament
David Kilgour in his book Betrayed: The Spy
That Canada Forgot. According to Kilgour, a
Canadian-Polish double agent was recruited
by terrorists working with the Indian govern-
ment to help carry out a second bombing. The
agent declined and reported what had hap-
pened.

According to Soft Target, the Candian State
Investigative Service (CSIS) was so convinced
of the Indian government’s involvement that at
a meeting of the task force on the Air India
bombing, one CSIS agent said, ‘‘If you really
want to clear the incident quickly, take vans
down to the Indian High Commission and the
consulates in Toronto and Vancouver, load up
everybody and take them down for ques-
tioning. We know it and they know it that they
are involved.’’

According to Soft Target, Surinder Malik, the
Indian Consul General in Toronto, pulled his
wife and daughter off the flight suddenly,
claiming that his daughter had to do some ex-
aminations for school. A Toronto car dealer
who was a friend of the Consul General also
canceled his reservation on Flight 182.
Siddhartha Singh, head of North American af-
fairs for external relations in New Delhi, who
was visiting Indian officials in Canada, also
suddenly cancelled his reservation. The book
reports that Consul General Malik called the
police about the bombing to alert them to an
‘‘L. Singh’’ who was allegedly on the pas-
senger manifest even before the incident be-
came public knowledge. Malik was one of sev-
eral Indian diplomats Canada later asked to
have removed from the country after CSIS un-
earthed evidence of an Indian spy network.
CSIS agents believe that Vice Consul
Davinder Singh Ahluwalia laid the groundwork
for the bombing. He was transferred in 1985.
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